A comparison of dental caries experience in Native American and Caucasian children in Oklahoma.
In 1989 the Oklahoma Area Indian Health Service conducted an oral health survey of children attending public schools in Oklahoma to determine the extent of caries experience in the Native American population. Results were to be used to establish program priorities, gather baseline data, and compare the oral health status of Native American children with their non-Indian peers. A total of 934 elementary schoolchildren 5-6 years of age were examined along with 733 high school students 15-17 years of age. The study was designed so that approximately 50 percent of the students examined were Native American. The mean dmfs for the 5-6-year-olds was 5.06 for the Caucasian children and 10.35 for the Native American children, a statistically significant difference (P < .001). For the 15-17-year-olds the mean DMFS for the Caucasian students (5.99) was significantly lower (P < .001) than the mean DMFS for the Native American students (10.12). The prevalence and severity of caries in these Native American students appear to be substantially higher than in their non-Indian peers residing in the same communities. Further study is needed to identify factors contributing to these demonstrated differences in caries experience.